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AWAKENINGAWAKENING

TOTO

THE SACREDTHE SACRED
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Liberation theologyLiberation theology hashas

DEMOCRATIZED THEOLOGYDEMOCRATIZED THEOLOGY

as theas the rightright and and responsibilityresponsibility
of of 

EVERY CHRISTIAN.EVERY CHRISTIAN.
Sallie Sallie McFagueMcFague
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REALITYREALITY –– Everyday events, Everyday events, ‘‘newsnews’’

See through the eyes of faithSee through the eyes of faith

SOCIAL ANALYSISSOCIAL ANALYSIS –– Serious thinkingSerious thinking

What is God saying to me?What is God saying to me?

THEOLOGICAL REFLECTIONTHEOLOGICAL REFLECTION –– LookLook

prayerfully at  what  you seeprayerfully at  what  you see

What is God asking of me?What is God asking of me?

ACTIONACTION

Am I willing to do GodAm I willing to do God’’s will?s will?
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At all times the Church carries At all times the Church carries 

the responsibility ofthe responsibility of

readingreading

the signs of the timesthe signs of the times
and of interpreting them in the and of interpreting them in the 
light of the Gospel light of the Gospel –– if it is to if it is to 

carry out its task.carry out its task.
Constitution on the Church in the Modern WorldConstitution on the Church in the Modern World
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Let us ponder Let us ponder 
the signs:the signs:

VIOLENTVIOLENT

CONFLICTSCONFLICTS

SOCIAL SOCIAL 

AND  AND  
ECONOMICECONOMIC

INEQUITYINEQUITY

ECOLOGICAL 

DEVASTATION
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What might happen if we saw 
that today’s 

enormous challenges                       
are signs that we live at 

one of
the MAJOR TURNING

POINTS
in human history?
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THE HUMAN STORYTHE HUMAN STORY

TRIBAL       EMPIRE       PLANETARY

Sustainable        Increasingly unsustainable           Sustainable??
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We stand at a We stand at a 

critical momentcritical moment in in 
EarthEarth’’s history  s history  --

a time when humanity a time when humanity 
must must 

CHOOSE  ITS  FUTURE.CHOOSE  ITS  FUTURE.
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As the world becomes As the world becomes 
increasingly increasingly 

interdependent and fragile, interdependent and fragile, 

the future at once holdsthe future at once holds

GREAT GREAT PERILPERIL
andand

GREAT GREAT PROMISEPROMISE..
Preamble Preamble –– Earth CharterEarth Charter



Paula Gonzalez, SCPaula Gonzalez, SC

GIFTED WITH GIFTED WITH ““NEW LENSESNEW LENSES”…”…

�� Seeing our Earth from spaceSeeing our Earth from space

InterconnectednessInterconnectedness

FinitenessFiniteness

��Seeing Seeing ‘‘CreationCreation’’ as Earthas Earth’’s s ““storystory”…”…

an an emerging processemerging process

�� ReRe--envisioning the human roleenvisioning the human role

in the Sacred Earth Communityin the Sacred Earth Community
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For those who For those who REALLY LOOKREALLY LOOK

the natural world is the natural world is ““revelatoryrevelatory”…”…

((of the secrets of the universe??  of the secrets of the universe??  

of the divine??)of the divine??)

ScienceScience is is ONE WAYONE WAY in which humans                in which humans                
study that revelation.study that revelation.

Science and religion both ask theScience and religion both ask the

““Why?Why?”” questionquestion

((……asked in awe and humility)asked in awe and humility)
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In 1969 each of us In 1969 each of us ““had a visionhad a vision”…”…
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My view of our planet was My view of our planet was 

a glimpse of divinitya glimpse of divinity.. EEdgar dgar Mitchell,USAMitchell,USA

.. When I saw it 
from space –

in all its beauty 
and fragility –
I saw our most
urgent task --
to cherish and 
preserve it.

Sigmund Jahn, GDR
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For thoseFor those

who know how to seewho know how to see……

nothing is profane nothing is profane ––

EVERYTHINGEVERYTHING

ISIS

SACRED.SACRED.
TeilhardTeilhard de de ChardinChardin
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CREATION IS ANCREATION IS AN
ICON OF GOD ICON OF GOD ----

A A windowwindow intointo
the naturethe nature
of theof the
Divine.Divine.
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Indigenous peoples Indigenous peoples 
acknowledge and acknowledge and 

respondrespond
to the divine disclosureto the divine disclosure

from an from an 
innate,primordialinnate,primordial

sense of the sense of the 
sacred.sacred.

THE DIVINE ‘SPARK’ WITHIN     
SENSES THE DIVINE ENERGY       

ALL AROUND.     Diarmuid O’Murchu
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Every single Every single 
creature creature 
is is full offull of
God God ––
and isand is
a booka book

about God.about God.
Meister Meister EckhartEckhart



The universe is the
primary sacred community

It is the way in which 
the divine 

is presently revealing itself to 
us.
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THE EARTH CHARTERTHE EARTH CHARTER

A declaration of fundamental A declaration of fundamental 

principles for building a just, principles for building a just, 

sustainable and peaceful global sustainable and peaceful global 

society in the 21society in the 21stst century:century:

�� Respect and care for theRespect and care for the
community of lifecommunity of life

�� Ecological integrityEcological integrity
�� Social and economic justiceSocial and economic justice
�� Democracy, nonviolence and peaceDemocracy, nonviolence and peace



Paula Gonzalez, SCPaula Gonzalez, SC

Humanity Humanity 

is is 

part ofpart of

a vasta vast

evolvingevolving

Universe Universe --
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EARTHEARTH, , 

OUR HOMEOUR HOME,,

is aliveis alive

with awith a

uniqueunique

communitycommunity

of life.of life.
Preamble Preamble –– Earth CharterEarth Charter
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WEWE

AREARE

PART OFPART OF

““NATURENATURE””

NOTNOT OVER IT !OVER IT !
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The The MOST STUNNING MOST STUNNING 
DISCOVERYDISCOVERY

of the 20of the 20thth century century --

thatthat

THE UNIVERSE THE UNIVERSE 

is a is a 

STORY. STORY. 
Brian Brian SwimmeSwimme
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We have always read Genesis We have always read Genesis 
with the 6with the 6thth day day 
as our focus.as our focus.

The  idea is deep within us The  idea is deep within us 
that we humans are thethat we humans are the

ONLYONLY creatures creatures 
““made in the image and made in the image and 

likeness of Godlikeness of God””..
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‘‘REVELATORYREVELATORY’’

LOOKSLOOKS

ATAT

TIME AND SPACETIME AND SPACE
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A A ‘‘RevelatoryRevelatory’’ Look at TimeLook at Time

Genesis  1:1Genesis  1:1--3131

1 1 –– Light (day/night)Light (day/night)

2 2 –– Separated waterSeparated water

3 3 –– Dry land, vegetationDry land, vegetation

4 4 –– Sun, moon, starsSun, moon, stars

5 5 –– Ocean creatures, birdsOcean creatures, birds

6 6 –– Land creaturesLand creatures

Cosmic Year Cosmic Year –– SaganSagan

Jan 1 Jan 1 -- Big BangBig Bang

May 1 May 1 -- Milky Way GalaxyMilky Way Galaxy

Sep 9 Sep 9 -- Our solar systemOur solar system

Sep 27Sep 27-- Beginning of lifeBeginning of life

Nov 1 Nov 1 -- Invention of sexInvention of sex

Dec 1 Dec 1 -- MulticellularMulticellular lifelife
On LandOn Land

Dec 2 Dec 2 -- InsectsInsects

Dec 30Dec 30-- First hominidsFirst hominids

Dec 31, 11:59 pmDec 31, 11:59 pm

Homo sapiensHomo sapiens
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A Spatial Look A Spatial Look 

at at 

EarthEarth’’s Storys Story



Paula Gonzalez, SCPaula Gonzalez, SC



Paula Gonzalez, SCPaula Gonzalez, SC



Paula Gonzalez, SCPaula Gonzalez, SC

From the epic story of the From the epic story of the 
UniverseUniverse’’s evolution s evolution 

as told by scientistsas told by scientists

WE BEGIN TO UNDERSTANDWE BEGIN TO UNDERSTAND

OUR HUMAN IDENTITY OUR HUMAN IDENTITY 

with with ALLtheALLthe other modes ofother modes of
existenceexistence that constitute the that constitute the 
single universe community.single universe community.

Thomas  BerryThomas  Berry
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The Word prolongs the The Word prolongs the 

unending actunending act

of Godof God’’s own birth s own birth ----

By virtue of GodBy virtue of God’’s immersion in s immersion in 
the worldthe world’’s womb,s womb,

the great waters the great waters 

of the kingdom of matter haveof the kingdom of matter have

––without even a ripple without even a ripple ––

been imbued with life.been imbued with life.
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TheThe

ImmenseImmense

hosthost

which iswhich is

THE THE 
UNIVERSEUNIVERSE

is made flesh.is made flesh.
TeilhardTeilhard de de ChardinChardin
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Like the astronauts we are called to see 

our home in a whole new way!
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We stand at a critical moment in 

Earth’s history – a time when humanity 

must CHOOSE ITS FUTURE.

To take control of our future 

we must have a vision
of how we would like 

human society to be.
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The transformation in which we 
are living is HUGE –nothing less 

than the emergence of 
a new heaven and a new Earth --

and, consequently, 

a new God 
and  a new humanity.

L. Robert Keck in Sacred Eyes
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We have entered a new age We have entered a new age ––

an age where all of us will have to an age where all of us will have to 

sign a new compact with our sign a new compact with our 
environmentenvironment…… and enter intoand enter into

the larger community of all the larger community of all 
living beings.living beings.

A new A new sense of communionsense of communion

with planet Earth with planet Earth 

must enter our minds.must enter our minds.
Klaus Klaus ToepferToepfer, Exec. Dir, UNEP, Exec. Dir, UNEP
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Our moment of history Our moment of history 

calls us to calls us to 

an an integrative, integrative, 

contemplative spirituality.contemplative spirituality.

Our guide?Our guide?

WHAT WOULD JESUS DO?WHAT WOULD JESUS DO?
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Spirituality is the Spirituality is the 

centralcentral concern concern 

of the of the ‘‘new cosmologynew cosmology’’..
It seeks to explore It seeks to explore 

our spiritual inheritance our spiritual inheritance 

over the 70,000 yearsover the 70,000 years

before religions evolved.before religions evolved.
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The The retrieval of spiritualityretrieval of spirituality

as  theas  the

primary dynamicprimary dynamic

of human spiritual growthof human spiritual growth
may be may be 

the supreme challengethe supreme challenge

facing humanityfacing humanity

in the new millennium.in the new millennium.
DiarmuidDiarmuid OO’’MurchuMurchu
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Up until now, to adore 
meant to prefer God to
things by sacrificing
them to God.

Now,
adoration 

means joining our
creative activity

to God’s
to bring
the world

to fulfillment by
effort and
intellectual
exploration.

Teilhard de Chardin


