Chronology of the life of Francis of Assisi in the context of violence of his times
From the book “Finding Francis, Following Christ” by Michael H. Crosby, OFM Cap

632
Mohammed dies.

1098-99
First Crusade (called at Claremont, 1095).  Kingdom of Jerusalem established.

1146-48
Second Crusade.  Urban II.  Promoted by Bernard of Clairvaux.  Ends in humiliating failure.  Bernard (1090-1153) praises rise of new military Orders: De laudibus novae militiae.

1160 
Frederick  Barbarossa (1152-90), Holy Roman Emperor, conquers Assisi.

1181
Francesco born as Giovanni (after John the Baptist) Bernardone in Assisi.  Barbarossa visits Rocca Maggiore, ruled by his legate.

1187
October 2: Jerusalem falls to Saladin three weeks before Gregory VIII named pope.


October 29:  Gregory VIII calls for Third Crusade -- the one thing that united pope and emperor.

1189-92
Third Crusade.  Richard I, the Lion-Hearted.  Modest success.  Peace treaty.

1198
January 8: Innocent III elected pope (1198-1216).  Orders the surrogate of Holy Roman Emperor, Philip (1198-1208), Duke Conrad de Lützenfeld, to transfer allegiance from the emperor to himself.  On the way to surrender the entire duchy, including Assisi, to the pope, the townspeople (including Francis?) besiege and raze Rocca Maggiore.


August:  Innocent III calls Fourth Crusade for 1202-4.  Innocent’s approach to Islam is diplomatic (via letters, effort to negotiate) and religious.  Islam as evil:  “Mohammed, that son of perdition.  A disgrace the Sons of the slave-girl, the vile Moslems, should hold our mother captive.”

1199-1200
Civil war in Assisi between feudal and merchant classes.  Family of Clare Offreduccio moves to Perugia.  Commune established.

1202
War between Perugia and Assisi.  Assisi defeated at Collestrada.  Francis taken prisoner.

1202-4
Fourth Crusade.

1203
Francis ransomed by his father when taken ill in prison in Perugia.  Long illness -- until 1204.
1204
Signing of peace treaty between Perugia and Assisi.  However, conflicts remain.


April 12-15: Sack of Constantinople by Christian crusaders.  They loot the city.

1205
Francis tries to join Walter of Brienne as knight in Apulia.  Vision at Spoleto.  Returns home.  Wears hermit habit.  San Damiano cross: “Francis, repair my house which is falling into ruin.”

1206
Francis sells father’s cloth.  Tries to give proceeds to priest at San Damiano.  Pietro charges him at the bishop’s palace.  Francis disrobes, transferring his loyalty from his father to his “Father in heaven.”

1207
Spring: Experience of leper.  Francis in Gubbio, nursing lepers off and on until 1208.


Summer: Returns to Assisi.  Gets hermit’s habit from Guido.  Begins work on San Damiano, St. Peter’s. and St. Mary of the Angels (Portiuncula, “Little Portion”).  Chalks “Tau” on back of habit.

1208
Hears Gospel (Luke 10:5-6) at Mass: (1) Take nothing for your journey; and (2) Proclaim “good news” of kingdom = peace.  “This is what I want.”  Changes hermit habit to tunic of the poor.  Around April Bernard and Peter of Cantanio join him (1C23).  They open Bible and read three passages:  “Go, sell …,” “Take nothing,” “If anyone wants to be a follower …”  Bishops’ concern about his poverty” “Let us not acquire … arms to protect it” (L3C, 33).  Inquisition begins after papal legate killed in France.  “Crusaders” kill seven thousand unresisting Cathari and Waldensians.

1209
With eleven followers and Rule, goes to Rome.  Way of Life approved.  Probably has peace plank contained in it:  “Go, my brothers, pronouncing peace.”  “The Delegation of Peace.”  Learned greeting from “the Lord.”  People unaccustomed to the new greeting.  Varied initial reactions.  Francis: “As you announce with your mouth, make sure you have greater peace in your hearts.”  (AC, 8.38).  Preaches to the birds.  More conflict between Assisi and Perugia.  Settlement at Rivo Torto.  Emperor-elect Otto IV passes near Rivo Torto.
1210  
Begins Third Order?  Unlike Cathari and Waldensians, it was a joyful form of penance.

1211
November 9: Peace treaty between warring factions in Assisi.  New majores/minores.  First trip to Saracens.  Dalmatia.  Takes ship to Syria.  Strong winds force a return.  (1C, 55).

1212
Children’s Crusade.  Victory leads Innocent to think Islam can be conquered militarily.  Clare (b.1193) runs away from home; enters Portiuncula.  When family comes, claims sanctuary.

1213
April 19:  Innocent III issues encyclical (1) calling for Fourth Lateran Council to reform the church and retake the Holy Land; (2) calls for Fifth Crusade to take place (1217-21).

1213-14
Francis’ second trip to Saracens.  Goes to convert the Caliph.  Gets as far as Spain.  Returns.

1215
Dominic gets approval for his Order from Innocent III.  Francis preaches peace to birds.  Fourth Lateran Council begins.  Francis attends.  Embraces “tau” as Order’s symbol.  Meets Dominic?

1216
Francis’ malaria forces him to accept care of Bishop Guido at his residence.


Portiuncula Indulgence.  First universal, then restricted.

1217
Pentecost Chapter decides to have eleven provinces, mission.  Brothers go to Holy Land under Elias.  Francis prays for peace in Arezzo, torn by civil war.


June:  Fifth Crusade begins.  Called by Innocent III; implemented by Honorius III.

1218
Malik al-Kamil succeeds his uncle Saladin as Sultan of Egypt, Palestine, and Syria.

1219
May 26:  First missionaries to Morocco.  Malik al-Kamil offers to make peace with crusaders; would give Jerusalem and the Holy Cross if they withdraw from Egypt.  King of Jerusalem and some crusaders open to offer.  Cardinal Pelagius, papal legate, rejects it; he heads crusade.  Believed they could win.  Cardinal Hugolino urges Francis to adopt Rule of Benedict, Augustine, or Basil.  He rejects idea.


Pentecost Chapter.  Beginning of dissent among friars between itinerants and conventuals.  July to Spring:  Francis’ third trip to Islam.  Sails to Acre and Damietta.  Visits Sultan Malik al-Kamil.

August 29: Defeat of crusaders at Damietta.


November 5: Damietta retaken by crusaders.

1220
January 20:  First martyrs killed in Morocco after insulting Islam.  “The Saracens gladly listened to the Friars Minor preach as long as they explained Christ and the doctrine of the Gospel.”  Instead, they insult Islam; subsequently killed for blasphemy.


Francis goes to Acre and Holy Land; returns to find increasing divisions among brothers; goes to Honorius III:  “Father Pope, God give you peace.”  Asks for “Protector.”  Cardinal Hugolino.


First Letter to the Custodians.  Calls for bells to be rung every hour so “praise may be offered to almighty God by everyone all over the world” (Francis’ sâlat?)  Bologna incident; preaching brings peace.  Francis resigns.  Peter of Cantanio is vicar of the Order.

1221
General Chapter.  Regula non bullata  written (First, unapproved Rule).  Includes c. 16, on how brothers should go about in world; not militarily but spiritually.  Cantanio dies.  Elias becomes vicar of the Order.  Fifth Crusade fails.

1223
November 29:  Regula bullata approved by Honorius III.  Midnight Mass at Greccio; Francis as deacon.

1224
At La Verne, Francis receives stigmata around September 14.  First Franciscans to England.
1225
On a visit to Clare his eye sickness turns to worse.


April and May: Writes Canticle of Creation.


June:  Adds to Canticle reconciliation verse concerning feud between Bishop Guido II and Oportula, podestà of Assisi (AC, 84).  They reconcile.  Dispute also resolved with peace agreement.


Francis is cauterized with a hot poker along his temple from his eyebrows to his ears.  For health reasons, he stays at the bishop’s residence.

1226
May/June:  Composes the Testament.   Francis’ health declining, he insists on returning to Portiuncula.  Dies there on evening of October 3.
1227
March 19.  Cardinal Hugolino of Ostia becomes Gregory IX (1227-41).


Frederick II (1220-50) negotiates with Sultan Malik al-Kamil to give Jerusalem, Bethlehem, and some other holy places in exchange for Saracens to be able to visit Dome of the Rock and al-Aqsa mosque.  Gregory IX is upset because he saw crusade as way of salvation for crusaders.  Gregory IX issues a bull to build a basilica to honor the impending saint, Francis of Assisi, July 16, 1228.

1228
Francis declared a saint by Gregory IX in Assisi.  Gregory IX authorizes Thomas of Celano to write the first biography of Francis.

1229
February 25: Celano presents completed biography to Gregory IX.

1230
Transfer of Francis’ body to the basilica.
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